2025 EMPOWERING TODAY’S ACCOUNTANT SEMINAR PROGRAM
Wednesday May 21, 2025
4340 E. Cotton Center Blvd. Phoenix, AZ 85040

Today’s accounting and financial professionals are more than just number crunchers. They are business
leaders creating a prosperous future for their company as well as their clients. This critical function requires
a combination of strong technical and professional skills along with integrity and a supportive network of
peers. Professional accounting and finance associations benefit their individual members as well as the
entire professional community. They provide great resources for professionals on technical issues, support
for ethical dilemmas, best practices and networking opportunities.

Take advantage of this opportunity to support your lifelong learning and support local professional associations.
The Accounting & Financial Women’s Alliance Valley of the Sun Chapter and the AZ Valley of the Sun Chapter
of the Institute of Management Accountants are presenting this seminar to allow all accounting and financial
professionals an opportunity to learn and connect with their peers. Support your profession and make a small
investment in your career by joining the members of the AFWA and IMA for the 18th Annual Empowering
Today’s Accountant Seminar.

GENERAL INFORMATION

LOCATION: Desert Willow Conference Center 4340 E. Cotton Center Blvd. Phoenix, AZ 85040

CPE CREDIT: The Accounting & Financial Women’s Alliance is registered with the National Association
of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education on the National
Registry of CPE Sponsors. State boards of accountancy have final authority on the acceptance of individual
courses for CPE credit. Complaints regarding registered sponsors may be submitted to the National Registry
of CPE Sponsors through its website: www.nasbaregistry.org.

A CPE Certificate of Completion form is included in your attendee materials. Please complete both copies and
have the certificate signed. Return one copy of your form to the registration desk before leaving the seminar.
Keep the other copy for your records. A program evaluation is also provided in your registration packet. Please
take the time to complete the evaluation form as your feedback is very important to us and assists us with
planning future events. Please return your evaluation form to the registration desk.

All sessions are group live and have no prerequisite or advanced preparation required unless noted in the
session description.

Raffle tickets will be sold 1 for $5 or 5 for $20 — proceeds go toward the scholarship for accounting and
finance students.

SEMINAR CONTACTS:
Shelby Williams at afwamev(@gmail.com or 602-430-8834

CHAPTER WEBSITES:
AFWA Valley of the Sun Chapter: www.afwa-vots.org
IMA AZ Valley of the Sun Chapter: azvots.imanet.org



AFWA History & Mission

The Accounting & Financial Women’s Alliance (formerly the American Society of Women Accountants) was
formed in 1938 to increase the opportunities for women in all fields of accounting and finance. The first
chapter was chartered in Indianapolis, Indiana. Members and their companies benefit from practical resources
and programs that strengthen their professional growth. Accounting & Financial Women’s Alliance members
tap into an extensive knowledge base of accounting and finance professionals with technical expertise to
provide solutions for the most complex issues. The majority of our members have attained professional
certifications such as CPA, CMA, CIA, and CFP. The mission of the Accounting & Financial Women’s
Alliance is to enable women in all accounting and finance fields to achieve their full potential and to
contribute to their profession. www.afwa.org

IMA History & Mission:

With a network of about 60,000 professionals, the Institute of Management Accountants (IMA) provides a
dynamic forum for management accounting and financial professionals to develop and advance their careers
through its Certified Management Accountant (CMA®) program, cutting-edge professional research and
practice development education, networking, and the advocacy of the highest ethical and professional
practices. IMA is dedicated to rebalancing the accountancy profession by educating society regarding the
business building role of management accountants and finance professionals working inside organizations.
The mission of IMA is to empower accountants and financial professionals to become “trusted business
advisors” playing a driving role in their organizations’ business success and advancing their careers.
www.imanet.org

SEMINAR AT A GLANCE
7:30am — Breakfast and Sign In
7:55am
7:55am — Welcome and Announcements
8:00am
8:00am — Exploring Nonprofit Financial Management for M{ Deanna Peterson & Ben Hayes,
8:50am Accountants YPTC




9:00am - Estate Planning: What's New/Tales from Heather Parker, The Parker Law
9:50am theTrenches - Planning Gone Wrong Office LLC
10:00am — Incorporating Al into Your Accounting Practice | Aaron Blau, EA, CPA
10:50am
11:00am — U.S. Tax Policy and Legislative Update Spencer K. Heywood, CPA,
11:50am Forvis Mazars
11:50am — Networking Lunch
1:00pm
1:00pm — Introduction to Private Markets George Rambow, Northpoint
1:50pm Wealth Partners & Andy Millikin

/Val Pianiri, Blue Owl Investments
2:00pm — Accounting Communications with Karen Lord, Baker Tilly
2:50pm Development
3:00pm — Accounting Graduates in Today's Market lleana Soledad Weaver, Beacon
3:50pm - .

Hill Financial

4:00pm — How Financial Leaders Can Drive Protection, | Fady Salama, SimplifylT A-Z
4:50pm Prevention and Policy
4:50pm — Wrap up and CPE Certificate Distribution
5:00pm

SEMINAR SCHEDULE

7:30 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. Registration and Light Breakfast




8:00 a.m. — 8:50 a.m.

Title: Exploring Nonprofit Financial Management for Management Accountants

Speaker: Deanna Peterson & Ben Hayes, YPTC

Field of Study: Accounting - Technical

Level of Knowledge: Basic

CPE Credit: 1 Hour

Learning Objectives and Program Content: This session provides an overview of financial management
practices unique to the nonprofit sector. It covers key differences between nonprofit and for-profit
accounting, essential financial oversight responsibilities, and effective practices for managing nonprofit
finances. The session also highlights the unique aspects of nonprofit financial statements.

Learning Objectives: Summarize basic nonprofit accounting rules and key features of nonprofit financial
statements. Describe essential financial oversight responsibilities of nonprofit board members. Explain
effective practices to responsibly monitor nonprofit financial activities.

9:00 a.m. — 9:50 a.m.

Title: Estate Planning: What's New/Tales from theTrenches - Planning Gone Wrong

Speaker: Heather Parker, The Parker Law Office LLC

Field of Study: Business Law - Technical

Level of Knowledge: Basic

CPE Credit: 1 Hour

Learning Objectives and Program Content: This session will cover updates on Arizona statutes, including power
of attorneys and estate tax exemptions, and issues affecting estate planning. Learn what probate mistakes to avoid
in your own estate planning or how to advise your clients.

10:00 a.m. — 10:50 a.m.

Title: Incorporating Al into Your Accounting Practice

Speaker: Aaron Blau, EA, CPA

Field of Study: Information Technology - Technical

Level of Knowledge: Basic

CPE Credit: 1 Hour

Learning Objectives and Program Content: This session will cover artificial intelligence tools and resources to
implement in your accounting and consulting practice to streamline processes and better serve your clients.

11:00 a.m. — 11:50 a.m.

Title: U.S. Tax Policy and Legislative Update

Speaker: Spencer K. Heywood, CPA, Forvis Mazars

Field of Study: Taxes - Technical

Level of Knowledge: Basic

CPE Credit: 1 Hour

Learning Objectives and Program Content: This session will cover recent changes in US tax policy and legislation
affecting individuals and businesses.

11:50 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. Networking Luncheon




1:00 p.m. — 1:50 p.m.

Title: Introduction to Private Markets

Speaker: George Rambow, Northpoint Wealth Partners & Andy Millikin/Val Pianiri, Blue Owl Investments
Field of Study: Specialized Knowledge - Technical

Level of Knowledge: Basic

CPE Credit: 1 Hour

Learning Objectives and Program Content: This presentation seeks to define the attributes of alternative
investment strategies, with a focus on three of the largest, most common strategies: private equity, private
credit and private real estate. We will explore the performance-driving characteristics of private markets,
compare the historical performance relative to public asset classes, and identify core considerations for
investors when evaluating a potential allocation.

2:00 p.m. — 2:50 p.m.

Title: Accounting Communications with Development

Speaker: Karen Lord, Baker Tilly

Field of Study: Accounting - Technical

Level of Knowledge: Basic

CPE Credit: 1 Hour

Learning Objectives and Program Content: This session will cover requirements for proper accounting for
grants, as well as best practices and policies for strong internal controls and accurate reporting. Understanding
the conditions, restrictions and barriers for grants and fundraising will help accountants work more effectively
with fundraising and development teams to ensure constant and effective communication for accurate record
keeping.

3:00 p.m. — 3:50 p.m.

Title: Accounting Graduates in Today's Market

Speaker: Ileana Soledad Weaver, Beacon Hill Financial

Field of Study: Personal Development - Nontechnical

Level of Knowledge: Basic

CPE Credit: 1 Hour

Learning Objectives and Program Content: This session will cover recent hiring trends for accounting and
finance professionals and recent graduates. Attendees will learn what skills are in demand and how best to
present their skills and experience to hiring managers.

4:00 p.m. — 4:50 p.m.

Title: How Financial Leaders Can Drive Protection, Prevention and Policy

Speaker: Fady Salama, SimplifylT A-Z

Field of Study: Information Technology - Technical

Level of Knowledge: Basic

CPE Credit: 1 Hour

Learning Objectives and Program Content: Cybercriminals are getting smarter, and they’re targeting



finance teams first. In this eye-opening session, cybersecurity expert Fady Salama will reveal why finance
professionals are increasingly on the front lines of today’s cyberattacks and what you can do to protect
your organization. Whether you work in corporate finance or at a CPA firm, you’ll learn how to recognize
red flags, collaborate more effectively with your IT team, and champion cybersecurity best practices in
your role. Walk away with actionable tips to reduce risk, protect sensitive data, and confidently lead the
charge against cyber threats. Don’t miss this essential session for any finance leader who wants to stay one
step ahead.

4:50 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. Wrap up and CPE Certificate Distribution

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
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Deanna Peterson, CPA, joined YPTC in 2019, where she leads the Phoenix market and serves
clients in Arizona and New Mexico. Before leading the market, Deanna spent two years as a Client
Manager and about one year as an Associate at the firm. Deanna earned both Bachelor of Arts in
Accounting and Master of Professional Accounting Degrees from the University of Washington. She
has over 20 years of accounting experience from a blend of Big 4 Accounting, nonprofit

controllership, and nonprofit accounting consulting capacities. She is a frequent trainer and presenter,
most recently for various nonprofit leadership conferences, such as AZ Impact for Good, Northern
Arizona Nonprofit Leadership Summit, and United Way Western Regional Conference. Deanna is a
CPA with a Master of Professional Accounting and Bachelor of Arts, Accounting from the University of
Washington.



Ben Hays is a Manager with Your Part-time Controller, LLC (YPTC) in the Arizona and New Mexico
market. YPTC is an outsourced accounting consulting firm specializing in accounting for non-profit
organizations. Ben is a purposeful and passionate professional accountant who combines over 25
years of experience from Big 4 firms, regional establishments, and successful self-employment
ventures in public accounting, tax consulting, and accounting consulting for both profit-oriented and
nonprofit organizations. His expertise includes strategic planning, delivering the story behind the
numbers to executives, board members, and stakeholders to enable effective decision making, and
optimizing processes and procedures. Ben’s exceptional background offers a diverse fusion of
accounting, taxation, budgeting, strategic planning, reporting, and nonprofit industry expertise. Ben is
driven by a profound passion for delivering accounting services that serve a higher purpose. He takes
pleasure in leveraging his accounting expertise to support nonprofits in advancing their mission,
empowering communities, and fostering positive change in the world. Ben is a Certified Public
Accountant with a Master of Accountancy in Tax and Bachelor of Science, Accounting from Brigham
Young University.

Heather Parker is an estate planning and business law attorney, having lived in Gilbert for the last 20
years with her husband, and has a 23 year old daughter. Heather has focused her practice on estate
planning, probate, and trust administration for the last 10 years as a result of a personal experience in
her own family — when failure to plan resulted in a disaster when her father passed away
unexpectedly. It was this process that inspired her to immerse herself in learning all she could about
these practice areas to help educate others and help them protect their families and businesses from
experiencing what she did. Heather is a member of WealthCounsel, a premier national organization
of estate planning attorneys, and her firm has received numerous awards in the community for their
high levels of service to their clients. Her passion is educating and is so grateful for the opportunity to
speak with you today.



Aaron Blau is a Certified Public Accountant and Enrolled Agent with over 20 years of experience in
tax practice, accounting education, and small business consulting. He recently completed a One-
Year-Only faculty appointment at Chandler-Gilbert Community College, where he taught Accounting,
Business Law, and Business Communications, emphasizing real-world application and technology
integration. A former firm president and Director of Training and Technology at Red Rock Accounting
Group, Aaron has led initiatives in tax resolution, financial analysis, and firm-wide systems
development. In the past he has been a frequent conference speaker and contributing author to the
EA Journal. His work is grounded in a teaching philosophy centered on connection, community, care,
and challenge.

Spencer Heywood, CPA is a member of Forvis Mazars’ Washington National Tax Office in the
Phoenix area. He focuses on tax technical and informative writing to increase recognition of Forvis
Mazars as a national thought leader. He authors many works such as FORsights articles and the
weekly publication “From the Hill”, following evolving tax legislation, case law, and Treasury guidance.
Prior to joining the National Tax Office, he was a writer for the Forvis Mazars Tax Professional
Standards Group, producing relevant and insightful content in support of internal tax practitioners .
Before that, he spent more than a decade in client service with a primary focus on Private Client and
pass-through taxation. Spencer is a graduate of Arizona State University, with a BS degree in
accounting and an MS degree in taxation. He was a member of the university’s Accounting Scholars
Program.
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Andy Millikin is a Principal at Blue Owl and member of the Private Wealth Team. In his role, he
focuses on supporting Independent Financial Advisors in the Southwest and finding private
market solutions for their clients. Before joining Blue Owl, Andy was a Director on the iShares
team at BlackRock. Prior to that, he was a Regional Director at Dimensional Fund Advisors and
a Senior Internal Sales Executive at Vanguard. Andy received his MBA from the University of
Texas and holds a BS, summa cum laude, in Finance from Arizona State University.

Valentina Pianiri (Val) is an Associate on the Private Wealth Team at Blue Owl Capital servicing
Independent Financial Advisors across the Mountain Region. Prior to joining Blue Owl, Val
worked at BlackRock. She began her career at BlackRock on the iShares Team focusing on
providing ETF solutions for clients. She then joined the BlackRock Product Marketing Team. Val
received her BS in Finance and Public Relations at Syracuse University.



George Rambow is co-founder and wealth advisor at Northpoint Wealth Partners, a Tempe-
based, independent wealth advisory office. Originally from Indiana, George has called Arizona
‘home for the last 14-years. George and his team serve as the trusted advisor to a select
number of corporations and families throughout the Arizona and the United States. Prior to
founding Northpoint Wealth Partners, George worked at Edward Jones Investments, where is
served in various leadership and volunteer roles. George enjoys volunteering for Pawsitive
Friendships an Arizona-based 501c¢3 facilitating animal therapy programs for children and
adults with developmental disabilities. In his spare time, George enjoys spending time in his
backyard and is an ‘Adult Fan of Legos.’

Karen Lord is a Senior Manager with Baker Tilly specializing in not-for-profits

organizations. Karen has over 16 years of experience in public accounting and 10 years of
experience in the private sector working as the Director of Finance for a local not-for-profit
organization. She is skilled in performing attest services, including audits and reviews, and
preparing both financial statements and various tax filings. Karenis a member of the AICPA and
ASCPA. Outside of work, she enjoys spending time with her family, cooking, hiking,
volunteering, and a great game of cards.



Ileana Weaver is a Senior Account Executive with Beacon Hill Finance, bringing over a decade of
experience in Arizona's staffing industry. She specializes in placing contract, contract-to-hire,
and direct hire professionals across a range of organizations, from startups to large public,
private, and nonprofit entities. An Arizona native and mother of three, lleana is a dedicated
community leader, serving for five years on the board of Crossroads, LLC, a nonprofit focused
on substance abuse and addiction recovery. She is also active in the recovery community and is
a career and life coach as well as a certified energy practitioner, with a strong professional
network of over 10,000 LinkedIn connections.
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Fady Salama is the president and owner of SimplifylT A-Z, an IT solutions company dedicated to
serving CPA firms, healthcare and nonprofit organizations in Arizona. With a mission to simplify
technology and uphold integrity, Fady ensures that clients are treated as true partners, receiving
exactly what is promised without shortcuts. His commitment to honesty and accountability
stems from values instilled by his father, emphasizing that a person's word is everything. This
principle guides Fady and his team to do what's right, even when no one is watching. Before
founding SimplifylT A-Z in 2017, Fady worked in IT consulting firms where he observed unethical
practices. Determined to create a company that prioritizes clients' best interests, he



established SimplifylT A-Z to provide honest, straightforward IT solutions. His unique blend of
technical expertise and empathy enables him to deliver seamless IT services tailored to the
specific needs of small businesses, especially accounting firms, nonprofits and healthcare
organizations. Fady holds a Bachelor of Science in Network and Communications Management
from DeVry University. The academic achievement, and two decades of experience, has
equipped him with a strong foundation in both technical expertise and business acumen,
enabling him to effectively lead SimplifylT A-Z and provide tailored IT solutions to clients.



